
 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
Schools Closed for Memorial Day Weekend 

Friday, May 28th – Monday, May 31st 
Early Release Schedule for Tuesday, June 15th –  

buses leave at 1:10 pm 
End of Year Schedule found in Calendar 

 Dear B-V Families and Friends, 

 Today, we had another virtual assembly where we announced our Citizens of the Month who 
consistently demonstrated the traits of Team Player, Collaboration and Communication!  
Congratulations to our Team Players: Thiago VP, Kash W, Mia PQ, Benjamin S, Cade C, Cesar S, 
Valerie T, Matthew A, Austin VC, Karen A, Simona C, Olivia V, Jaiden L, Emily S, Jack I,     
Mohamed S and Devyn W!  Kudos go out to our Collaborators: Castiel R, Mackenzie K, Karen LG, 
Jessie P, Aiden G, Ashley S, Osvin H, Jake H, Dylan F, Agnesa S, Emma M, Stephanie T, Xavier T, 
Anthony G, Bella S, Jovani B, Lebron J, Anthony P, Dalerjon H and Jayden P!  Bravo to our 
Communicators: Rhys D, For’Ever J, Naraly T, Cecilia J, Ashley T, Jayli Z, Miles V, Mateo C, 
Juliana C, Gabriel P, Dylan R, Christina J, Riley G, Kane W, Kiehley M, Athena P, Randy AT, Ella H, 
Jackson M and Gianna FS! 

 On Wednesday, we had our B-V Picnic that included a special Bash the Trash presentation, 
hiking, relay races, Memorial Day activities / crafts, line dancing, ice cream and other fun 
experiences.  Thank you to our PTA, families and staff members for your contributions and 
support!  Check out Twitter on our school site or looking up @BV_Principal to see pictures from 
the day. 

This is a special time of year for our graduating 5th grade students.  There are many 
traditions, celebrations, etc. coming up.  Based on student feedback, we are beginning a new 
tradition of 5th grade students vs. 5th grade teachers / staff in a soccer game.  D.A.R.E. 
Graduation / 5th Grade Moving Up is also coming up on June 23 at 9:30 am – follow up 
communication coming by the end of next week with more specifics! 

 Happy Memorial Day Weekend!  I look forward to seeing our B-V Eagles on Tuesday – I 
can’t believe it will be June! 

Twitter Handle:  @BV_Principal



 If you ever have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s progress, please start by 
contacting your child’s teacher(s).  If you need additional support or have further questions, feel 
free to contact me at any time. 

 - Mr. Cohen 
Important Reminders 

NYS Fourth Grade Science Assessment 
 On Wednesday, June 9th, we will be administering the New York State 4th Grade Science 
Assessment.  As with the ELA and Math Assessments earlier this year, remote students are 
invited to come to school to sit for the exam.  Please call the office or email if your 4th grade 
remote student will be sitting for the test. 

Morning Drop-Off 
 For morning drop-off, you can begin arriving at B-V at 8:30 am.  Please be mindful of the 
other cars and buses in the parking lot at that time and remember to stay to the left as buses 
will come in on the right.  Students arriving after 9:05 am will be considered tardy and marked 
as such in our attendance system. 

Afternoon Pick-Up 
 Please remember to have your sign in your car window when picking up your child.  We are 
texting names up ahead so your child is ready to go and we can keep things moving for everyone.  
If you need another sign, please let us know.  Also, we will wave cars ahead all the way up to the 
white sign that says “Student pick-up and drop-off area” so we can fit as many cars in safely 
each time. 

Kindergarten Registration 
 All information for registering your child including the link to the online registration 
process is available on the district website:  www.henhudschools.org under Community, For 
Parents, Student Registration.  Any specific registration questions can be addressed to Debby 
Marriott at debby.marriott@henhudschools.org or 914-257-5119.  If you know any child who was 
born between 12/2/2015 and 12/1/2016, please let them know of the new procedure.  Feel free 
to reach out to us in the office if you have any other questions – 914-257-5412. 

  



Notes from the Classroom 
Kindergarten 

Hello from Kindergarten! 
In Reader’s Workshop, we are in our stories unit.  We continue to focus on story elements 

such as characters, setting, problem, events and solution.  We are reading familiar texts like The 
Three Little Pigs.  We are also reading versions of this story from the point of view of the Wolf. 
When reading informational text, we are focusing on what makes this book non-fiction.  The 
children are becoming familiar with the features of informational text. 

 Over the past few weeks we have been observing ladybugs in our classroom!  We learned 
all about their life cycle and were able to view them up close with our magnifying glasses.  The 
children loved this unit and enjoyed sharing all they learned! 

In Math, we are moving into our final unit which is all about shapes.  We are reviewing 2D 
and 3D shapes.  We are learning to draw and build these shapes.  Of course, we will continue with 
addition and subtraction facts and work on fluency. 

Thank you to the PTA for all you do!  This past Wednesday, May 
26th, we had our annual B-V Field Day and Picnic.  Thankful that the 
weather held up so we could all enjoy the activities. 

First Grade 
 

 
 

 

 
Allergy season is in full swing and we have some sufferers...aaahhhchoooooo! 

 In Reader’s Workshop, we are going on new reading adventures, studying characters in 
books, learning important lessons and forming opinions about books.  We often share that books 
are like fortune cookies.  When you are reading a book from start to finish you will always learn 
an important life-lesson that you will remember for years to come. 
 In Writer’s Workshop, we are on our way to writing about a character and something that 
they did.  We are still focusing on zooming in on one moment of the character’s life and getting 
specific about the details of that particular time.  We are evaluating our own writing to set 
important goals and to be able to compliment each other. 
 In Math, we are learning about halves and quarters of rectangles and circles.  The students 
will determine if the shapes are divided equally and if so how many equal parts.  They will identify 
if a shape is divided into halves or fourths and understand that 1/2 is bigger than 1/4. 
 We hope that everyone participates in the Memorial Day Holiday 
coming soon! 

 
 
 



Second Grade 
Hello from second grade again!  We continue to be so proud of our 
students who shine on a daily basis!  They have been working hard 

and trying their best!  In ELA, we are working on our Fairytales and 
Folk Tales unit.  It’s been a really fun unit! 

In Math, we are learning to work on a few different topics with 
geometry and telling time.  We are also continuing to strengthen our problem-solving skills by 
using different strategies to help us solve word problems. 

 We celebrated Memorial Day with a school wide picnic yesterday.  So glad the weather 
cooperated…what a fun day had by all! 

 We want to thank you again for all you do and all your support! 

Thanks for everything!  

 

  
Third Grade 

 The third graders have begun our new Reading and Writing units on Research.  Students 
have selected an animal from one of the countries we have been focusing on this year - Frogs 
from Brazil, Lions from Kenya, Pandas from China and Dolphins from the USA.  Learning about 
credible resources has been an important component of our lessons.  It is not necessary for a 
researcher to read every book or source from beginning to end.  Students are using the text 
features we learned earlier in the year to help us locate specific information.  The next step will 
be learning ways of gathering the information. 

 After reviewing shapes and their attributes, the third graders put that knowledge to work 
as they learned about perimeter.  Perimeter is the boundary of a shape.  For polygons, they 
learned that the perimeter is the sum of all the side lengths.  Solving puzzles – tetrominoes, 
tessellations, tangrams - with shapes has also been a great part of this Geometry unit. 

 As scientists, the third grade has been making observations to find patterns and other 
variations in objects.  Here, they have been using our measuring skills from earlier in the year. 
They are working hard to use other tools to collect data as we explore the phenomena of fossils.  
Students had an opportunity to hold real fossils and ask questions about them.  Students will 
continue to explore how species are dependent on each other and the roles they have to survive 
in a habitat and ecosystem. 

 The third graders had a wonderful time at the B-V Memorial Day Picnic.  They are looking 
forward to the holiday weekend to remember those who have served in the United States military 
and paid the ultimate sacrifice. 
 Happy Memorial Day! 



Fourth Grade 
 The fourth graders have been diligently working on learning new things.  In Math, we have 
been learning all about fractions converting them from improper fractions to mixed numbers as 
well as comparing, adding, subtracting and multiplying fractions. Your child should continue to 
practice their basic facts every night.   

 In Reading, we continue to talk about characters and to pay very close attention to 
characters and how their actions affect the outcome of any story.  They should continue to read 
every night as well.  

 In Social Studies, we just wrapped up our unit on the American Revolution and we are 
beginning our new unit on Women’s Rights.  

 In Science, we continue to review topics for the New York State Science test scheduled 
for June 9th. 

 We hope you have a great weekend and enjoy getting back to some sort of “normalcy” in 
our lives.  As always, feel free to contact us. 
 The Fourth Grade Team 

Fifth Grade 
 Fifth Graders have been working hard this month!  They completed the NYS Math 
assessment and have been learning many new concepts. 

 In Math, fifth graders learned how to multiply and divide fractions.  Using rectangular 
models and tape diagrams, students learned the concept of both operations and applied it to word 
problems.  You may hear the students singing the “keep-change-flip” song.  It’s a catchy tune that 
helps them remember the steps to divide fractions.  Students will continue to work on identifying 
operations to solve word problems and transition to finding the volume and area of objects. 

 In ELA, students have been learning about historical fiction.  Reading Esperanza Rising by 
Pam Muñoz Ryan, students have noticed real and imagined events within the text.  They have 
identified human rights that are threatened.  With knowledge of the historical background, 
students have been tracking how characters change throughout the story.  We will continue to 
read and explore historical fiction. 

 Additionally, students had the opportunity to examine and compare microplastics found in 
our local lake and river water.  They enjoyed this experience and learned about microplastics. 

 In DARE, students met the K9, Bones, and learned all about the work of a police dog. 

 As we wrap up the year, students have many events.  They will experience Ashokan events 
remotely and see the Birds of Prey presentation.  We look forward to celebrating their upcoming 
Moving UP ceremony. 

 As a reminder, please have your child bring in a water bottle each day.  It’s beginning to 
get warm so we will be outside more often and the classrooms will be warm.  



Mental Health Team 
 In honor of May being Mental Health Awareness month, the mental health team wanted to 
share an acronym to help children remember some options they have when they need to use a 
coping skill. When having a big feeling, we DISTRACT by: 

Do something else: Play with toys, videos, games. Listen to music or exercise. 

Imagine: Imagine that you are in your happy place 

Intense sensations: Squeeze a piece of ice in your hand. Put an ice pack on your face. Taste sour 
candy. Bend and hold your breath. Listen to fast and upbeat music. 

Stop thinking about it: Don't think about what is bothering you. Say "NO!" to the thought and 
imagine closing it in a box. 

Think about something else: Count to 20, notice the colors in the room, count the circles in the 
room, tell yourself a story, play I Spy 

Remind yourself: Remind yourself that you'll feel better later. Remember other times that you 
felt an uncomfortable feeling and then felt better later. 

Ask: Ask a sibling or friend to do an activity with you. Ask an adult to help you use a skill. 

Count your breath: Count to 5 when you breathe in and 7 when you breathe out. Do it again. 

Take a break: Walk away or ask for a time out. Hold a stuffed animal or cuddle with a pet. Get a 
drink of cold water. 

Tense and relax: Do "Tense and Relax" by flexing all of your muscles, holding it as long as you can 
and releasing all at once. 

If you would like to speak with a member of the mental health team, please reach out. 

Abbey Polito - School Counselor: abbey.polito@henhudschools.org 
Cristina Montano - Bilingual Social Worker: cristina.montano@henhudschools.org 
Andrea Marano - Social Worker: andrea.marano@henhudschools.org 

 



Music 
Greetings from the Music Department! 
Grades 4-5: 
Students are continuing to work on their Virtual Spring Concert!  

Students spent the month of May learning a virtual 
xylophone song, which will be included in their virtual 
spring performance. This is the 2nd of 3 songs that 
each grade will learn and “perform” that showcase some 
of the skills that students have learned this year. This 
performance will be shared with our B-V students and 
families!  

 
Grades 2-3: 
Students spent the month of May learning about Mariachi Music! We started the 
month celebrating Cinco de Mayo and learning more about Mexican music and culture. 
We performed 2 Mexican Folk Dances, learned about the different instruments 
typically included in a Mariachi band, watched a variety of Mariachi performances, and 
listened to a read aloud story, “The Best Mariachi in the World”, which taught us some 
words in Spanish. 

Grades K-1: 
During May, students continued to learn some of the songs included in Camille 
Saint-Saëns “Carnival of the Animals” - So far, students have listened and 
moved to music for the elephant, the aviary (birds), the swan, pianists, 
aquarium, wild donkeys, and tortoises. For each song, students completed a 
worksheet which provided additional information about the music including 
the instruments played in each song and some of the expressive elements of 
the music.  
 
 

Musically yours, 
Ms. Juliet Soricelli 
juliet.soricelli@henhudschools.org 
 
Follow us on Instagram to keep up with happenings in the Music Department! 
@HenHudMusic 



Physical Education 
 All students in grades K-5 have enjoyed participating in the Rainbow Run this week.  The 
Rainbow Run is a scavenger type activity in which the students have to find colored magic markers 
hidden beneath cones on the field and mark their scorecards in the correct sequence of colors.  
Students can choose to do the activity solo or with a partner.  It is a great cardiovascular activity 
and the students love the challenge of finding and remembering where each of the colors were 
on the field. 

  



June Events 
1st, 2nd, 3rd – Bike Safety for Kindergarten – 2nd grade 

1st – Virtual PTA Meeting  7:00 pm 
2nd – Virtual BOE Meeting  7:00 pm 
4th – GoNoSen Karate presentations 

7th – Rain date (sponsored by the B-V PTA) 
9th – Grade 4 NYS Science Assessment 

15th – Early Release Day 
(Buses leave B-V at 1:10 pm) 

23rd - 5th Grade Moving Up Ceremony at 9:30 am 

Last Week of June Schedule: 
Monday, June 21st – Full Day 
Tuesday, June 22nd – Full Day 

Wednesday, June 23rd – Early Dismissal / buses leave at 11:45 am 
No Cafeteria Services 

Thursday, June 24th – Early Dismissal / buses leave at 11:10 am 
No Cafeteria Services 



 

 

 

HOW CAN EACH STUDENT MAKE AN IMPACT? 
EACH BOX TOP IS WORTH $.10, 5 PER MONTH 
EACH MONTH IS $5/STUDENT A YEAR. 

IF ALL 300 STUDENTS DONATE, THAT IS ALMOST 
$1,500/YEAR FOR OUR SCHOOL. 

LET’S WORK TOGETHER TO IMPROVE OUR 
SCHOOL. 

 
THE NEXT GENERATION OF BOX TOPS IS HERE. 
Box Tops is changing to fit today's families. The new 
and improved Box Tops mobile app uses state-of-the-
art technology to scan your store receipt, find 
participating products and instantly add Box Tops to 
your school's earnings online. We encourage you to 
sign up at www.btfe.com so you will get timely 
notification of bonus opportunities and other Box Top 
news.                                                           

 

B-V PTA POSTINGS
May 27, 2021

 
Want to be included in your child’s school 

activities and events… 

then join the PTA! Online Membership: 
 https://bves.memberhub.store/ 

Questions, comments, concerns or 
suggestions? Email us 
bv.pta@henhudschools.org 

 
If you shop Amazon, you can earn the B-V 

PTA a little cash every time you make a 
purchase and it won't cost you anything! 

Sign up at https://smile.amazon.com 

search for "PTA New York Congress 018-351 
Buchanan-Verplanck PTA” 

 
Like/Follow us on Facebook –  

Buchanan-Verplanck PTA 
https://www.facebook.com/BuchananVerplanckPTA 

 
https://www.instagram.com/buchananverplanck_pta/ 

 



 

B-V Spirit Wear  

 

 

June 
 

6/1 - B-V - PTA Meeting – Virtual at 7:00 pm  

6/4 - Martial Arts Assembly 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Get your B-V Spirit Wear! 

Show your B-V spirit  

when you are out and about. 

Our children also enjoy getting  

“Spirited Up”  

every Friday for B-V Spirit Day. 

On hand items available. 

Email our Spirit Wear chair at: 

map1437105@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 



THE MOTHER CONNECTION

For More information
call Laura Mattioli 914-737-8976 or email mcocinc@optonline.net

The Mother Connection enrollment is open for our 
Before and After School Center at Buchanan Verplanck  Elementary School.

A warm, caring environment for your child in their own school!

3115 Albany Post Road * Office B * 
Buchanan, NY 10511

914-737-8976
motherconnection.org

 

   
The Mother Connection offers quality, affordable childcare for children in Kindergarten through fifth grades, within 

a safe and nurturing environment-right in their own schools.

Our staff members are qualified, experienced, and offer a carefully planned curriculum of
activities geared toward your child’s needs.  Children are provided with the opportunity

for quiet and/or active play, both in group and individual activities.

     Licensed by the New York State Office of 
Children and Family Services.
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